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himself in power as dictator. He must save Alfonso's face
at any cost. His coup d'etat on the I2th September, how-
ever, was achieved without a shot being fired, and this stout,
elderly, quite intelligent and humane soldier found himself
at the head of affairs in company with Alfonso and the
Cardinals. The King became known as Segundo de
Rivera. Yet Primo did many good things for Spain ; and
many bad ones. He made good roads and improved
communications generally. But, in the name of the king,
he exercised absolute power. There was no freedom
of the Press, no Parliament, no town councils, and no trial
by jury. He instituted a regime of military law in which
justice was meted out from drumhead courts-martial. All
constitutional liberties were abolished. As for the workers'
and peasants' organizations, all "revolutionary" movements
were violently suppressed and their leaders thrown into
prison. Once again Spain groaned under Absolutism.
Alas, unhappy Spanish people ! Men of property and men
of the Church smiled and devoutly crossed themselves :
things were looking a little brighter for them. How good
it was to have behind them a strong man and an Army
capable at any moment of dealing efficiently with obstre-
perous workmen who might demand reasonable wages, or
agricultural labourers who might harbour an ambition for
a diet a little better and a little more varied than boiled
acorns.
And so it went on, in the old, old traditional manner :
a suppressed people and a reactionary Government in power.